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FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


ABDOOL MESSEEH. 


We are persuaded that our readers, espe- 
cially those who have perused the tst Vol. 
ave desirous to bear more respecting this 
interesting man. We hope, ere long, to be 
faveured with farther accounts from bim, as 
Mr. Corrie, his spiritual guide and father, 
has lately returned to Endia. In the mean 
time, we extract the following passage res- 
pecting Abdool, from the last Report of the 


Church Missionary Society. 

An intelligent Officer, stationed at 
Agra, watches over the schools, and 
renders every assistance to the Native 
Church. He is in regular communi- 
cation with the Corresponding Cem- 
mittee at Calcutta. 

An extract from one of his letters 
will enable the Society to judge of the 
dificulties which, at present. oppose 
the progress of the Gospel in this 
quarter. 

Speaking of the little success which 
attends the exertions now making to 
rouse the Natives, he says, 

“ Whenever I converse with Ab- 
dool on the subject, he seems to suffer 
grief as unfeigned as mine; and 
though he labours effectually as a 
physician to the body, that, that alone 
engages the people to come to him, 
and little benefit is done to the soul, 
In the course of the last two months. 
viz. Apriland May, he cured 100 peo- 
ple, and many of them very difficult 
cases; yet not one of them returned 

to the Kuttra to give thanks to God. 
Nay, not even one of them thought of 
thanking the man, who has thus been 
the instrument of Almighty goodness. 
When I tell you that I have reason to 
think that a great portion of his sala- 
ry is expended in the purchase of med- 
icines, you will not think it ill bestow- 
ed. The mortality in the town has 
been great, since the beginning of 
May; and still rages with unabated 
violence. Abdool told me, that, in 


the course of one day during the last 
month, he observed sixteen corpses 
carried along the narrow street that 
passes by the Kuttra. ‘I could not, 
he observed, ‘ see these poor people, 
dying like dogs, without knowledge 
and without a Saviour, but with heart- 
felt grief.’ My dear sir, I know your 
heart will be moved, when you read 
this. You no doubt pray for us. Ob ! 
continue to pray, that our labours may 
be effectual.” 

_ Yet there are encouraging indica- 
tions of the power of that sacred leav- 
en which is secretly working its way. 

The inhabitants having given to 
Abdool the title of “ Hukeem,” or 
Physician, this circumstance, together 
with the gratuitous distribution of his 
medicines, attracted the attention and 
awakened the resentment of the prin- 
cipal native physician of the city, who 
is an aged man, and of considerable . 
repute among the natives. He went- 
to Abdool, and complained that he 
had, by underhand means, deprived 
him of his patients. Abdool answer- 
ed, “ I give medicine to the poor for 
the love of Ged: if you do the same, 
doubtless you will have as many pa- 
tients as vou desire; but poor people 
cannot afford to pay a high price.” 
The Hukeem then entered into dis- 
course on the nature of the Christian 
Faith ; and observed, that it was ap- 
parent to him, that no Mahomedan 
would be in existence in a few years, 
but all would be Christians; adding, 
as the foundation of his opinion, that 
he had overheard a conversation be- 
tween two of his servants to this pur- 
port. One said, “ These tung ish are 
very wise people. They are fond of 
truth, and their religion is pure. Sure- 
ly they are toa wise to follow this Re- 
ligion of Jesus, if they were not con- 
vinced of its truth. Besides, this 


Religion of their’s is so good, that I 
am suye it is right.” 








we. 


The friend, who communicates this 
information, adds :— 

“ Thus you see, my dear sir, that 
the Gospel has not beea preached in 
vain in this pluce; and we have to 
lawent that the iove and fear of the 
wo1 ld operate so powerfully against the 
Voice of conscience as they evidently 
do. 

The schools, which had considera- 
bly diminished in the number of schel- 
ars, have revived under the care of 
the Ofiicer before referred to. 

Of the natives who made a profes- 
sion ef Christianity when Mr. Corrie 
left Asia, the Huxeem, a man fre- 
quently mentioned in the Journals of 
Abdoo! Messeeh, has yielded tua high 
gid unbroken spirit, and bas aposta- 
tized from his preiession. Molwee 
Mansoor, whese character had excited 
soine vueasiness, seems to have been 
recovered to a circumspect con‘ersa- 
tion. Burruckut Ullah, there is rea- 
son to apprehend, is departed to his 
eternal rest: “ He «as achoice man,” 
says Mr. Thomason; “ lovely for his 
Christian meekuess, and consistent in 
his behaviour to theend.” Other na- 
tive Cbristians have fallen aslcep in 
the Lord. 





SELF IMMOLATION. 
From the Genesee. (.N Y.) Farmer. 

The following account of the sacrifice of 
a Hindoo woman, on the funeral pile of her 
husband, may be relied on as authentic. It 
ig an extract of a letter from ‘irs. S.T. 
Newton, a resident in Calcutta, io her 
friends in this country, one of whom has 
poliiely favoured us with a copy for pub- 
lication. Mrs. Newton isa native of Pitts 
field, ( Mass ) where her parents now re- 


side. . 
Calcutta, June 18, 1817. 


I open my letier, my dearesi friends, 
to tell you I have witnessed one of the 
must extcaordimary and horrid scenes 
ever performed by human beings; 
name'y, the seit ‘“nmolation of a wo- 
man ov the faaeral pile of her hus- 
band. This drea ‘ful sacrifice has 
mace rr impression on my mind that 
vears will not efaee. I thank my 
God that L was barn ina Christian 
Jand, and instructed in the Christian 
religion. 





690 Burning of a Woman in India. 


This event is so recent, 1 can had. 
ly compose «ny self sutticiently to relate 
it. Last night Lt could not close ny 
eyes, noi conic I drive this martyred 
woman irom iy recollection. I am 
almost sick io day, and Lam sure you 
will not wonder at it. But this cere- 
mony is so much celebrated, and by 
my countrymen so much doubted, 
that I was resolved to see if such 
“ deeds could be.” 1 have seen, and 
the universe would not induce me to 
be present on a similar oceasion. I 
cannoi realize what [have seen. Kt 
seeins like a horrible dreain. 

Yesterday morning, at 7 o’clock, 
this woman wits brought in A pA ans 
quin to the piace of sacrifice. {) is 
on the banks of the Ganges, two miles 
only from Catleutta. Her husband 
had been previously brought to the 
river to expire. His disorder was 
hy Jrophobia—(think of the agony tis 
must have oecaswred bim.) He had 
now been dead 24 hours, and no per- 
suasion could prevail on the wife to 
save herse!f{ She had three childien, 
whom she commitied to the care of 
her mother. A woman catled to un- 
dertake was preparing the pile. It 
was composed of bamboo, firewood, 
oils, rosin, and a kind of flax, aito- 
gether very combustible. It was ele- 
vated above the ground, I should say, 
20 inches, and supported by strong 
Stakes. Phe dead body was lying on 
a rede couch, very near, covered 
witha white cloth. The oldest child, 
a boy of seven years, (who was to light 
the pile, ) was Standing near the corpse. 
The woman sat perfectly unmoved 
during all the preparation ; apparent- 
ly al prayer, and counting a string of 
beads which she he'd in her hand. 
She was just 30 years old, lier husband 
27 vears older. 

The government threw every obsta- 
cle in the way of this procedure. They 
are not strong enough to resort to vio- 
lent measures, to prevent this abomi- 
nable custom. Nothing but our reli- 
gion can abolish it. 

hese obstacles delayed the cere- 
movy until 5 o’elock, when the per- 
mit from one of the chief judges ar- 











rived. Police officers were stationed, 


to prevent any thing like cempulsion,. 


and to secure the woman at the last 
moment, if she should desire it. The 
corpse was now placed on the ground 
in an upright posture, and elean lin- 
nen crossed round the head and about 
the waisi. Holy Water was thrown 
ove: it by the child, and afterwards 
oil by the Bramins. It was then pla- 
ced upon the pile upon the left side. 
The woman now left the palanquin, 
walked into the river, supported by 
her brothers, who were agitated and 
required support more ‘han herself. 
She was divested of all her ornaments, 
her hair hanging disshevelled about 
her face which expressed perfect re- 
signatioa. Her forehead and feet 
weie stained with a deepred. She 
bathed in the river and drank a little 
water, which was the only nourish- 
ment she received after her husband’s 
death. An oath was administered by 
the attending Bramins, which is done 
by putting the hand in holy water and 
repeating from the Shaster a few lines. 
This oath was given seven times. (I 
forgot to say the child received an 
oath before the corpse was removed. 
The brothers also prayed over the 
body and sprinkled themselves with 
consecrated water. She then adjust- 
ed her dress, which consisted of long 
cloths wrapped around her form and 
partly over the head, but not so as to 
conceal the face. She had in her 
hand a little box, containing parting 
gifts, which she presented to ber bro- 
thers, and to the Bramins, with the 
the greatest composure. Red strings 
were then fastened round her wrisis 
her child now puta little rice 1n her 
mouth, which was the last thing she te- 
ceived. She raised her eyes to Heaven 
several times during the river ceremo- 
nies, which occupied 10 or 20 minutes. 
She took no notice of her child, having 
taken leave of her female friends aud 
chidren early in the morning. A lit- 
tle cup of consecrated rice was placed 
by the child at the head of the corpse. 
She now walked to the pile, and bent 


with lowly reverence over the feet of 


her husband; then, unaided, she pas- 
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sed three times around the pile. She 
now seemed excited by enthusiasm ; 
some say of a religious nature, others 
by affection for the dead. I do not 
pretend to say what motive actuated 
her; but she stepped upon the pile 
with apparent delight, unassisted by 
any one, and threw herself by the side 
of the body clasping his neck with ber 
arm. The corpse was in the most 
horrid patrid state. She put her face 
close to his; acord was slightly passed 
over both; light faggots and straw, 
with some combustible rosin, were then 
put on the pile, and a strong bamboo 
pole confined the whole; all this was 
done by her brothers. The child then 
applied the fire to the head of the piie, 
which was to consume boih parents. 
The whole was instantly on fire.—The 
multitude shouted, but not a groau 
was heard from the pile. I hope and 
trust this poor victim expired imme- 
diately. She undoubtedly did, with- 
out one struggle. Her feet and arms 
were not confined, and after the straw 
and faggots were burnt, we saw them 
in the same position she had placed 
them. . 

It was a voluntary act. She was 
resigned, self-collected, and perfectly 
herself. Sueh fortitude, and magna- 
nimity, such resolution, devoted afiec- 
tion, religious zeal and mad delusion, 
combined, I had not conceived of, 
and [ hope never to witness again.— 
Hundreds witnessed this scene. Some 
admired the heroism of the woman— 
some were ready to tear the Bramius 
to pieces—for myself, I was absolute- 
ly stupified with pity and horror at 
this dreadful immolation. I am griev- 
ed to say, this is not an uncommon 
instance. 

[ believe I have given you all tle 
particulars ; put them in a better form, 
and tell this almost incredible story 
to some of my friends. ‘There were 
present about 40 Americans, and @ 
few English. I do not know the num- 
ber of natives, but may safely say ma- 
ny hundreds. 

Yesterday was also one of the feasts 
of Juggernaut. In returning home we 
passed through a street, 2 miles ™ 
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length, entirely filled with temples, 
consecrated to that god, drawa by 
worshipping thousands and myriads, 
striving for that honour; they were 
offering sald, fruits, and the most 
beautiful flowers, to the different idols 
placed within these temples. ‘The air 
was perfumed with the most precious 
odours. The house tops were cover- 
ed with people, dressed in the most 
expensive and fantastic manner, and 
children covered with jewels—Bands 
of native musie preceded and follow- 
ed each temple, making the mos! dis- 
cordant sounds. People who had no- 
thing to give, screamed and prostra- 
ted themselves before the innumera- 
ble idols that were standing in the 
streets. The horses were stopped 
twenty times at least by the crowd, 
gathering to offer sacrifices to these 
images. Guards were placed in all 
directions to keep order. 

I cau give you no idea of this coun- 
try—I am awe struck, but feel no in- 
elination to worship. 
we are not Hindoos; and for ail his 
mercies praise him. 

Farewell, my dearly beloved friends. 





— —-—- 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


New-York Evange/icul Missionary So- 
ciety of Young Men. 

We lately made some extracts from the 
Adress of the Rev. Mr. Whelpley, deliv- 
ered before the Society at their Annual 
Meeting. He was iellowed respectively by 
Hon. Theodore Dwight, Zacheriah Le wis, 
Thomas Fessenden, James Eastburn, Esys. 
and the Rev. Mr. Tucker from Connecti 
out. We are obliged to omit many in- 
teresting and eloquent observations from 
each of these gentlemen, and conclude with 
some selections from the speech of Mr. 
Easiburn, as it gives a comprehensive 
view of the rise and progress of the mission- 
ary cause. 

For a moment, Sir, cast your eye 
over the map of the moral world 
What was it when Christ made his 
visit of mercy? What in succeeding 
centuries ? What is it now? 

On the state of the world at the ad- 
vent of the Messiah, we need not 
dwell long. Darkness had covered 


I thank God, 


the earth, and gross darkness the hearvte 
of the people. The learning of E- 
gypt, the wisdem of Greece, and the 
power of Rome were found alike in- 
efficacious for all moral purposes. 
The same degeneracy continued, and 
in the strictest sense, they were with- 
out God and without hope. God’s 
own people, by a series of provoca- 
tion, had forfeited the divine protec- 
tion, and though the tribe of Judah 
still retained sume of the forms of the 
Mosaic institutions, the spirit of those 
institutions was gone. Jesus came to 
his ewn, but his own received him 
not. On the Commary: they rejected, 
they persecuted, they slew him. But 
before he ascended again to his God, 
and to our God, he commissioned lis 
servants io go out into the world aad 
to preach the Gospel to alt nations. 
These apostles and disciples then 
were the first Missionaries. They went 
forth—as a!! missionaries should go 
forth, with their hives in their hands, 
ready to sacrifice them, whenever 
their duty should require it. Tite 
glory of God, and the salvation of 
souls were the only objecis before 
them. Need f remind you of their 
success? It was commensurate with 
the promise of support which they had 
received, and the means which the 
Head of the Church afforded them. 

After the departure of tlese faith- 
ful witnesses, the truth continued to 
spread throughout Asia, Africa, and 
Europe, until the corruptions of 
Christians, and dissentions ameng its 
teachers defaced its fair form, cover- 
ed its prospects with blackness, and 
prepared the way for the inroads of 
one of the most frightful apostacies 
which has ever diseraced and affticted 
our world. 

What was the state of the world in 
successive centuries? Again take up 
your moral map. In the beginning of 


the seventh century, the cli: anipion of 
infidelity appears, combining al! the 
talent, all the cunning, all the courage, 
and all the ferocity necessary for bis 
The sword is drawn, an 
“art of the too faithles 
The temples of the livine 


purpose, 
passed to the '; ! 
Christian. 
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God are destroyed: Christian worship 
to a greatextent abolished, and a most 
fearful apostacy succeeds. [tis awful 
io mark the desolating progress of this 
Prince of darkness. One light after 
anoiher departs, until the extinguisher 
vives lo Asia the gloom of night; and 
hefore the eighth ceutury ts close “dd, 
Eeypt, once the mother and the seat 
of science—nearly the whole of Pales- 
tive, thailand blessed of Jehovah, and 
flowing with milk and boney—and 
Barbary, the birth piace of Cyprian 
and Turtullian, receive the prophet of 
lies. In Eurepe the Man of Sin bad 
already corrupted the truth, and sub- 
stituted human inventions: and near. 
ly ail we know of C hristianity i in tae 
five succeeding centuries, is in the su- 
perstition of monks, the reveries of ig- 
norant devotees, and in the decisions 
of councils met, not to perpetuate the 
truth as itis in Jesus, but theic own 
unscriptural and tyrannical power. 

This state of things could not last. 
It was unnatural. Wherever the Bi 
ble has been, Sir, though its truth for 
atime may have been obscured, and 
like the mists which hide the orb of 
day, nay have forced him behind a 
sickly cloud, it is only that he may 
burst forth with more resplendant glo- 
ry. Such was the fact, when in the 
hileenth centusy, from the cloisters of 
monkery and superstition rusned forth 
the intrepid Luther. With a soul 
which nothing could dismay, and a bo- 
dy capable of any fatigue, he at once 
charged the enemy in his strong holds. 
The contest appeared for some time 
coubtful- -but greatis truth--an unseeu 
hand was guiding its operations—it 
prevailed over every opposing foe, and 
finally produced the liberation of a 
great pari of Europe from the worst 
of all slavery—that of the mind. 

Sull in the midst. of all this light, 
but little could be attempted’in Pagan 
countries. 

[We here pass over the intermediate time 
to the days of Wesley and Whitfield. | 


Wesley (says the speaker) was cast 
ina peculiar mould—Warm, and in 
early life, even hasty, he had so disci 
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plined his temper as to have it always 
at command. Uniting all that talent 
which constitutes the Christian states- 
man; that suavity of mauners which 
attaches while it convinces the hear- 
er; that deep knowledge of humaua 
nature which penetrates into the mo- 
tives of human actions; and that va- 
riety of information which commands 
respect from men, the most inteiiectu- 
al, he seon brought forth a system of 
discipline so complete in all its parts, 
as to give promise of permanence to 
future generations—Examine now the 
records of this great Clrisuian society 
—more than one thousand minis‘ers, 
and three hundred thousand people con- 
Stitute its numbers ! 

Whitfield was every way an ex'ra- 
ordinary man. Intrepid and impetu- 
ous, he foresaw no danger, and on- 
daunted amidst persecution and suf- 
fering he maintained his groand. [is 
uncommon eloquence att. acted the at- 
tention of men of all ranks and talents, 
and in many instances those wlio went 
either to scoff or be amused, reinained 
to pray. In his master’s cause he 
courpassed sea avd land, not so much 
to inake prosely tes, as to make disci- 
ples of Jesus. In system and arrange- 
ment he mast ever give place to his 
great compeer, but in zeal, in piety, 
in commanding eloquence and in un- 
abated efforts to promote the greatend 
of the Redeemer’s death, he never had 
a@ superior. 

These men I consider, Sir, as hav- 
ing laid the foundation of Missions on 
a largescale. They dilfused that spt- 
rit of ardent zeal, of persevering suf- 
fering, and of constant self denial, 
which should ever influence the con- 
duct ofa true missionary. During the 
period however of their minisiry, the 
Moravians had done much to carry 
the Gospel to the heathen, while the 
Methodists were laboring aineng the 
poor enslaved negroes wil success, 
and the Danish and some other Mis- 
sionaries were holding their silent 
course in the Last. 

About the year 1793, the Baptists, 
then a compares sinall, and even 
peor sect in England showed what 
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could be done by men determined to 
spread the truth, however feeble the 
means. 

In 1795 was formed what is known 
by the London Missionary Society. It 
was my good fortune, Sir, to reside in 
the metropolis at that time; and nev- 
er shal! | forget the emotions and feel- 
ings of that memorable epoch. It was 
a sight fit for angels to behold—one on 
which heaven smiled and in which 
earth rejoiced. In the group which 
this great occasion formed, were seen 
Arminians and Calvinists, the shy Epis- 
copalian, and the rigid dissenter, Pedo, 
and Anti Pedo Baptists, all laying a- 
side their peculiar tenets, and striving 
which could most promote the glory 
of God in the salvation of dying men. 
I was then young, ardent, and sectari- 
an—but there 1 saw bigotry recive a 
deep if not a morta! wound, and I 
learnt a lesson of Christian charity, 
which I trust will ever be impressed on 
my memory and my heart. The 
great impulse was now given, and Mis- 
sionary efforts received a system and 
Stability unknown before. In a few 
years the Church Missionary Society, 
which bids fair to ecli,se every other, 
with many more of iess power, but with 
the same objects were established, and 
out of these parent ones has yours re- 
sulted. Auxiliaries have been formed ; 
the word has been given, and great is 
the number of those who publish it. 

But what, Sir, is the present state of 
the moral world? Lookaround. Trace 
the dominions of Mahomet: He still 
holds one hundred and sixty millions 
in intellectual thraldom. But lift your 
eye upon that still darker shade; six 
hundred and fifty millions remain in 
pagan darkness. With the exception 
of the Jews the rest are nominally 
Christian.—Christian did I say >—A- 
las for that abused name, for though 
they bear the name of Christ, they de- 

rt not from the iniquity which he 
prohibits. The errors of the papacy, 
and the superstitions of the Greek 
church leave not more thar one fourth 
to nominal protestants. 

This view is indeed appalling, and 
were we obliged to stop here we might 


retire from this place with the most 
heart rending emotions. But the night 
is almost pasi. Infidelity has done its 
worst, and the age of reason is depart- 
ing into everlasting forgetfulness. The 
present ts the breaking forth of a mor- 
ning which shall, according to the di- 
vine promise, soon tlumine the whole 
world. ‘The angel is now flying in the 
midst of heaven. His great instru- 
ment, the “ British and Foreign Bible 
Society” is paving the way for the liv- 
ing minister. Yes, Sir, on their inter- 
esting errand, the messengers are al- 
ready gone. On the shores of the Cas- 
pian and the Euxine,andon that pope 
ulated neck which separates these twe 
inland seas—A’* the mouth, and on the 
banks of the Volga—the Steppes of As- 
trackan, and more northerly the set- 
tlement of Sarepta. In the commer- 
cial city of Canton—in Peninsular In- 
dia—in the vast Indian Archipelago— 
in the groups of islands in the South 
Pacific—among the savage and war- 
like New-Zealanders, and the timid 
Greenlanders—In South Africa where 
roam the untuatored Caffres, and mur- 
derous Boshmen, or sits supine the 
long injured Hottentot ; and in West- 
ern Africa, where man’s worst enemy 
is man. In all these various climes, 
whether scorched by the vertical rays 
of the sun, cheered by his temperate 
beams, or frozen beneath a polar sky, 
is the voice of the missionary heard. 
Come aud for a moment track his 
course. See his patient sufferings and 
mild progress. Silent and solitary is 
his way, but his Master’s feet are heard 
behind him. He approaches the herd 
of African banditti; the spear or the 
club are brandished for his destruc- 
tion—but soft and soothing are his ac= 
cents—he tells them of peace and 
happiness to which they are strangers 
—They listen, and the murderous 
weapon drops from their hands, and at 
once they hail him as a friend and a 
brother. He proceedsin his heavenly 
employment—he enters the cabin of 
the unclothed savage, and in endea- 
vouring to make him a Christian, he 
raises him to the dignity of man. 

But it is time that we return home; 
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and see what we have done for the 
great cause of missions. And here 
so much has been said by the gentle 

men who have preceded me as to 
leave little to be added. Societies 
have been established, and missiona- 
ries ave engaged in considerable num- 
bers to carry the glad tidings of the 
Gospel to the unenlightened and un- 
jsiructed of our own country. How 
beautiful in our vallies, and on our 
mountains, are the feet of thea: who 
bear the message of peace. They 
track the wilds and pace the deserts, 
not ia search of riches, but of immor- 
tui souls. Wherever the village or the 
hamet rises, thither do their steps 
bend, and there do they deposit the 
word of life. [low interesting is it to 
foilow them in their arduous employ- 
ment; to admire with what cheerful- 
ness they can sacrifice the delights of 
more refined society, to impart cunso- 
lation aud hope to the destitute. Ye 
servants of the most high God who 
thus show to others the way of Salva- 

tion —peace be within your houses— 
prosperity within your palaces. 
Houses! yours at best is but the hut 

revious to the wiatry biast Pala 

ces!—you have none—you have need 
of none. Palaces can add nothing to 
you ! 
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REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


Fiom the Recorder. 


Extract of a letter from Rev. Evisua 
D. AnpRews, to a4 gentleman in Bos- 
ton, Dated Putuey, Sept. 10, 1817. 


Dear Sir,—In compliance with your 
request, I will now give youan account 
of the late revival of reiigion in this 
place. When I first came to this town, 
11 years ago, I found the state of mor- 
als gradually improving ; and, owing 
to various causes, it has regularly 
grown better. Our men of influence 
are now eliher members of the Church 
of Christ, or the acknowledged friends 
of religion. Gambling, intemperance, 
and tavern-baunting, are mucii less 


frequent than formerly. .A scene of 


noise, contention, and profanity, has 


become the residence of peace, of 
good order, and good morals. 

Soon afier my settlement in 1807, 
there was an adid.tion to the church of 
about 20. Since that pe.iod nothing 
worthy of notice in our religious con- 
cerns occurred until the summer of 
Is16. 

Early in July of that year, one of 
our church returned from a visit to 
St. Johnsbury, animated by the revi- 
val of reiigion in that place. We par- 
took of his feelings the more, because 
we hada number of friends and ac- 
quainiance there, who bad removed 
from us, aud who were believed to 
have become possessed of person. | pi- 
ety. Healso informed that they had, 
in that p ace, »ppointed a meeting on 
the next Thursday, to pray in concert 
with us for an oni-pouring of the Spir- 
iton this place; tbe brethren here 
were sensibly affected, by this prope- 
sal, as well as by the good tidings 
which they heard from their distant 
friends 

The meeting for prayer was atten- 
ded by aii the members of the chureh, 


and the occasion was evidently imter-: 


esting to them. We appointed the 
following week a meeting of enguiry, 
to ascertain the state of religion in the 
church. This meeting was full and 
solemn, The brethren spake with 
much feeling upon the occasion, deep- 
ly lamenting their past stupidity, but 
professing generally to have felt, for 
some weeks or months, more than 
usual interest and comfort in religion. 
This examination had a most hap- 
py effect. Our meetings were soon 
thronged by great numbers out of the 
church, and we were obliged to resort 
to the meeting-house for accommoda- 
tion. 

At this time my pastoral visi!s be- 
came more frequent, and f was often 
surprised to find whole families and 
neighbourhoods strongly interested a: 
bout religion. 

A deep solemnity now pervaded 
the parish. Our young wen were al- 
most universally thoughiful aud ear- 
nestly inquiring what they siocid do 
to be saved. ‘This was still more ex- 


EL ar ae se. 


= tee 


¢ 2 “e.g 








ut 


_ £: 
5 Pen) 





: 
: 


696 Revival of Religion in Putney, Vt. 


tensively true of the other sex ; scarce- 
ly an individual of their number could 
be named who was not anxious respec- 
ing her salvation. 

Conferences were frequent, but we 
endeavoured not to multiply them so 
much as to render them tiresome, or 
to encroach upon the secular business 
of our people in the season of harvest. 

What numbers become really pi- 
ous is known enly to Him who sear- 
ches the heart. Within about a year 
153 have been united to our church, 
and as many as 30 [ believe to the Bap- 
tist-church. Several of the Baptists 
united with us, and two received bap- 
tism by immersion. 

There are yet others who we hope 
will come forward and confess Christ 
before men. During its progress we 
have had abundant evidence that God 
blesses his own means. He has smil- 
ed with peculiar favor on the families 
where the children have enjoyed pious 
instructions and examples, and have 
accompanied their parents to the 
house of God. There have been some 
exceptions to this remark; but gen 
erally the thoughtful have been those 
who have usually attended public wor- 
ship. A few instances of reformation 
have occurred among the opposers of 
religion. In one instance a husband 
was so opposed to his wife’s making a 
profession, that he had determined 
to forsake her if she did. But in the 
anidst of his opposition he became con- 
vinced of his ewn guilt, and asked 
what he should do to be saved. His 
wife directed him to that Saviour from 
whom she hoped that she had obtain- 
ed mercy. The meekness of temper 
with which she had received his re- 
proaches softened his resentment ; and 
under the influence of prayer, as he 
expressed it, the enmity of his soul 
seemed to melt like wax before the 
fire. This occurred after an anxious 
and sleepless night, on the morniug of 
the day that she was to enter into cov- 
enant with God. He requested her 
to delay, till he could come with her, 
and ex!tibited such tokeus of penitence 
as gladéened the heart of ais wife and 
her Cliristian friends. 


4 
The first Sabbath in November, we 


witnessed the interesting spectacle of 


80 presenting themselves at once, to 
enter into covenant with God, and to 
confess the Lord Jesus to be their Sav- 
iour. In February following 35. ‘The 
whole number of the church is now 
about 250. So far as I know, they 
continue to adorn their profession. 

You will wish to learn some partic- 
ulars of the change which has been vis- 
ibly wrought on those who have thus 
been added to our number. They 
have appeared without an exception 
to be humble; to discover great ten- 
derness of conscience ; to be sensible 
of their own sinfulness; and to be 
deeply impressed with the mercy of 
God in providing salvation for the 
guilty. They have been more inter- 
ested to know how they should be 
freed from sin, than to know how it 
Originated. Their chief concern has 
been to possess a holy temper, to 
live a holy life, to obiain salvation 
through faith in Jesus Christ, “ to 
work out their salvation with fear 
and trembling,’ and “ to give dili- 
gence to make their calling and elec- 
tion sure.” 

Speculative questions, “ which of 
ten gender strife,” and create “ per- 
verse disputatious,” were carefully 
avoided, aud those subjects were chief- 
ly dwelt upon, which were supposed 
best calculated to humble the sinner, 
and to instruct and animate the Chris- 
tian, 

The work was attended with great 
cordiality and ardent friendship a- 
mong the young. Those whom wealth 
and fashion had separated, were in- 
sensibly drawn together by the “ cords 
of love,” and united in the bonds of 
Christian charity. The town never 
witnessed so happy a period as the 
present. ‘There are those who speak 
lightly of revivals of religion. The 
one in question has: produced such 
humbleness of mind, such tenderness 
of conscience, such fear of God, and 
such fervent charity to men, that in- 
fidels themselves, if they were to wit- 
ness its effects, could not but pro- 
nounce it a blessing. 








It has been ofien remarked, that 
the mental improvement of our youth 
has been greater than it would have 
been at the best of scheols. Many of 
ther have displayed powers of mind 
which they were not suspected to pos- 
sess. 

It has inspired them with charita- 
ple and benevolent feelings, and they 
are now associated to assist four of 
their number who are indigent to ac- 
quire au education for the gospel min- 
istry. 

Time, lamsensible, must determine 
what the fruits of such a revival are to 
be; and we are not without our fears, 
that some may be left to dishonor their 

wrofession. 

Before I close, let me therefore beg 
vour fervent prayers to God, that we 
may be kept from falling, and that we 
may abound in the fruits of righteous- 
ness to the praise of His great and 

glorious NAME. 
Respectfully yours, 
E. D. ANDREWS. 





Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Wisnea, to the Editor of the Baston 
Recorder, dated Ithaca, feb. 4, 1818. 


Dear Sir,—Though we have great 
reason to rejoice in the goodness of God 
to this congregation, yet perhaps the 
work has been less extensive than you 
have heard, 

God in his holy providence sent me 
to take the charge of this congrega- 
tion in the latter part of Jan. 1816, 
At that time religion and morality 
were both in a very low state. The 
ehurch consisted of 20 members, nine 
males and eleven females. Of the 
nine males, five were corrupt in doc- 
lrine and practice, and have since 
been excommunicated. The religious 
instraction of children had been neg 
lected, and I could not learn that there 
had ever been a religious conference 
in any part of the congregation.— 
“The ways of Zion moarned,” few 
came to her solemn feasts. 

The people received me when I 
came among them in a manner that I 
hope I shall. always remember with 
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thankfulness to God and gratitude to- 
wards them. Every door of useiul- 
ness was opened to me by my congre- 
gation—the people seemed willing to 
hear as often as I was able to preach. 

About the first of April, L516, a spe- 
cial attention was discovered in the 
congregation, which has continued 
in a greater or less degree to the 
present time. During the last fall 
and fore part of the present winter 
the work has been more powerful than 
at any former period, and though it 
has now considerably declined, there 
are still a number inquiring what they 
shall do to be saved. 

The work has not been accompani- 
ed with noise—-it has been stilland deep 
—-it was evidently the Lord’s work, and 
where he touched he generally brdke 
the heart, and produced a repentance 
that (in the judgment of charity) 
“ needeth rot to be tara, of” We 
have generally through the last year, 
had at least one conference or prayer- 
meeting every evening in the week in 
some part of the-congregation, and 
sometimes two or three. 

We have received to the commun- 
ion of this church since I came to this 
place 90 persons, and a number who 
have hopes have not yet united with 
us. 

It appears from the returns made 
to the Cayuga Presbytery, that there 
yas been a good wor kin most of our 
churches during the last vear. The 
report of hopeful converts for 1817, is 
as follows, viz. :— 

Genoa 44, Lansing 60; Cayuta 20; 
Dryden 20; Skeveataies 14; Ludlow- 
vile 25; Aurelius 69; Mentz 9; Mos- 
cow 20; Camillus 253; Auburn 180. 

You see my dear brother what God 
is doing for us in this part of the vine- 

yard—pray for us that we may not be 
left to grie ve away his Holy Spirit. 

I am, dear brother, Yours in the 
best of bonds, Wm. Wisner. 





By a letter from a friend in the 
country, we have received the pleas- 
ing intelligence of. - revival of reli- 
gion at Rockaway, (N. J.) Not having 
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Jearnt the particulars, we can only 
state generally that it began in the 
Sunday Schools; and that all the 
teachers except one, have either made 
a profession, or are seriously impres- 
sed. This willadd another to the ma- 
ny instances on recerd of God grant- 
ing his peculiar blessing on Sunday 
School labours; and of teachers who, 
while in the act of teaching others, 
have themselves been taught of God. 
—Youth’s Mag. 





UNION SOCIETY. 
Concluded from p. 687. 
ADDRESS. 


To all who love the Lerd Jesus in sincer- 
aly and wn truth. 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN—We 
are assembled at the present time, as 
the disciples of oue Divine Master. 
We have laid aside (for the moment, 
and we trust for ever) all narrow 
sectarian views and feelings. Our 
prayers and praises have ascended to- 
gether to the throne of God. Our 
hearts have glowed with fervent affec- 
tion for each other, for our Christian 
brethren of whatever name, and for 
our common Lord. Our counsels 
have been combined for the promotion 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. And 
hitherto we have been of one heart and 
soul. Blessed be the Lord for what 
our eyes this day witness, and what 
our hearts this day feel. 

Aud now, dear brethren in Christ, 
we wish to make you all! partakers of 
our joys, of our counsels, and of our 
exertions. Therefore we have pre- 
sented you with the foregoing resolu- 
tions. And if we mistake not, every 
heart, warm with the love of Jesus and 
with zeal for his cause, will give to 
each of them its explicit and cordial 
Amen. And we might perhaps with 
propriety content ourselves with sim- 
ply saying, Ponder these resolves in 
the fear of God; drink m their spirit, 
so far as it is the spirit of Christ ; and 
let the fruits of that spirit appear in 
yourlives. But, brethren, our feelings 
will not stop here. We should strug- 
gie in vain to repress them. Permit 
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us then to pour into your sympathetic 
bosoms our whole heart and soul. 

Too long have the professed disci- 
ples of Jesus of different denomina- 
tions, stood at an awful distance from 
each other. Crue! jealousies and sus- 
picions have rankled in too many of 
their bosoms. Bickerings and strifes 
have marred too much of their social 
intercourse. And even the sacred 
desk (tears and blushes should cover 
our faees at the confession) even the 
sacred desk has sounded forth the 
voice of unchristian recrimination and 
rebuke. These things ought not so to 
be. “Behold how good and iow 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.” Think of the op. 
probrium infidels have cast upon the 
gospel, on account of the shamefid 
contentions of its professors. Remem- 
ber the declaration of Him we alt so 
dearly love—* Hereby shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye 
have love one to another.” Call to 
mind the testimony obtained by the 
primitive disciples even from envious 
heathen, “ Behold how these Chris- 
tians love one another.” Listen to 
still stronger and more endecring mo- 
tives. Are we not all children of the 
same heavenly Father, begotten by 
the same Divine Spirit; thus made 
partakers of the same holy nature, 
and by faith united to the same glori- 
ous Redeemer. One spirit animates 
our bosoms, one exalted hope elevates 
our affections, and one common cause 
demands our united exertions. Love 
to the brethren, therefore, if we are 
Christians, is at once the inherent tem- 
per and natural breathing of our 
hearts, and is the only effectual bond 
of union. 

Disciples of Jesus, we call upon you 
in the spirit of holy effection, to rally 
round the standard of the cross. Dit- 
ferent denominations of Christians are 
but different phalanxes of the army of 
Jehovah of hosts. We call upon you 
therefore not only to desist from un- 
natural and doubly destructive war- 
fare among yourselves, but also with 
holy and uuited violence to assail the 
empice of darkness, and with ferveut 





effectual prayer to take the kingdom 
of heaven by force. United exertion 
is efiicacious exertion. The faithful 
and true witness has said, “ Where two 
or three of you shall agree as touch 
ing any thing that ye shall ask, it shall 
he done wnto you. > Under the sauce. 
tion of this high authority we recom- 
inend a general attendance on the 
Monthly Concert for Prayer, establish- 
ed and observed in every quarter of 
the globe. On the first \:onday of ev- 
ery month, as the orb of day rolls 
round the world, he sees the men of 
God in Asia and their heathen con- 
verts sending up the voice of suppli- 
cation to the throne of heaven, in be- 
half of a failen world. Passing to- 
wards the west, he witnesses the once 
degraded Hottentot, in the deserts of 
Atvica, lifting up his voice and heart 
to heaven. Thea he beholds a vol- 
ume of incense and the voice of thou- 
sands ascending from Christianized 
Europe. Lastly, he hears the fervent 
prayers of our Atlantic brethren of 
every name. And as he descends 
beyond the western wilderness, he calls 
on us to add our Amen, however fee- 
bie, to this grand Concert of Prayer. 
And our prayers, brethren, must be 
accompan.ed by our exertions. World- 
liness and vice prevail in our land to 
a fearful extent. The god of this 
world leads thousands Auris —In- 
temperance first brutalizes, and then 
destroys its innumerable victims.— 
The gambler’s nefarious arts hurry 
thousands into the depths of poverty 
and bottomless abysses of vice.—Pro- 
jfanity wages war upon the attributes 
and glory of Jehovah, and draws down 
the judgments ef God upon the land. 
While the Sabbath of the Lord, dear to 
every pious heart, is wantonly and im- 
piously profaned. Who then is on 
the Lerd’s side? Let him gird his 
sword upon his thigh, and stand forth 
against these sons of Belial. Let us 
be united, energetic, and persevering, 
and the victory shall be ours. The 
war we wage is a war of extermina- 
tion. Let us therefore never return 
the sword to its scabbard until these 
heaven-daring vices are driven from 
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this land, to their native abode in the 
infernal pit. 

Our grand weapon, both of offence 
and defence, in these “ wars of the 
Lord,” is the volume of Divine Truth. 
The sword of the Spirit is the word of 
God. Pernitus then, Christian breth- 
ren, to urge upon your attention the 
distribution of the sacred Scriptures. 
Is there one family in this Christian 
land ( and there are thousands ) destitute 
of a Bible? O tell it not in Gath! 
There are institutions fer the supply 
of the destitute 5; but they languish for 
wantof patronage and support. There 
are Bibles in our depositories; but 
they remain theve from year to year 
for want of some one to convey them 
to the houses of the poor. And hence 
it is that our eyes are pained with the 
sight of whole families, ignorant al- 
most as the heathen oi the great sal- 
vation ofthe gospel. | 

Beloved brethren, we address you 
only on one topic more—a topic of 
the tenderest interest and of vital ime 
portance: ’7'%s the religious education of 
children. Our youth at re the rising hope 
of our churches and of our country. 
Shall we urge you to read the word of 
God to your children, and pray with 
and for them? You do this already, 
or you have no valid claim to the 
Christian character. More must be 
done. The sacred principles of the 
gospel must be assiduously instilled 
into their minds, both by precept and 
example. They must be prudently 
restrained from frequenting the haunts 
of frivolous amusement and dissipa- 
tion. They must be led to the house 
of God, and taught to reverence the 
worship and ordinances of the Most 
High, and above all you must beware 
how you intrust their education tomen 
of vicious habits and of infidel princi- 
ples. Under so baleful an influence, 
the fairest flowers of virtue will wither, 
droop, and die. 

Above all, see that the flame of ho- 
ly affection and heavenly devotion is 
kept always burning pure and bright 
in your own bosoms. Let the same 
mind be in you which was in Christ 
Jesus. And by the meekuess of wis- 














dom, the patience of hope, and the 
labor of love, you shall yet obtain a 
glorious victory over your own re- 
maining corruptions, over the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, and over 
the consciences and hearts of thou 
sands of your fellow men By these 
means you shall send up a rich reve- 
nue of glory to the throne of God and 
of the Lamb. 

Brethren, our minds and hearts are 
full; so that we know uot where to 
stop. But we say all in one word— 
the werd of the Apostle? “If there be 
any consolation in Christ, if any com- 
fort of love, if any fellowship of the 
Spirit, wi any bowels and mercies, ful- 
fil ye our joy, that ve be like minded, 
having the same love, being of one ac- 
cord, of ene mind.” 


Observations ona well educated ministry. 
To the Editor of the Christian Messenger. 


Sir—t! have long wished to express 
the gratification I felt, in reading the 
account of the formation of an E:duca- 
tion Society in Baltimore, auxiliary to 
the Theological Seminary of the Gen- 
ral Assembly. It was worthy the lib- 
erality of Baltimore to enter on a de- 
sign at once so calculated to give 
durable polish to Society, and so pre- 
cious to all the spiritual interests of 
man. Never was money better be- 
stowed, than that which Baltimore has 
thus begun to give. 

Permit me, sir, to offer here a few re- 
marks in justification of this assertion. 

1. As to the general object: this is 
to raise up young men, well instructed 
for the Christian ministry. The im- 
portance of the ministry, is just as 
great as religion itself. Whatever the 
fitness of Divine Providence to instruct 
mankind; whatever the value of the 
written word wnpreached; whatever 
God might do by his Spirit—the fact 
is, religion dies whenever the living 
veice of the preacher, in any nation, 
dies away. Itis God’s economy, that 
the holy flame of vital religion must 
be fed by him, “ who ministers and 
serves the altar.” 

But again, we are to observe that 
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the liberality of Baltimore, proposes 
to raise up pious young men WELL In. 
strucreD for the Gospel ministry. 
It was the solemn apostolick injunc- 
tion of Paul and Timothy to commit 
the authority and responsibility of the 
ministry * to faithful men, who should 
be ABLE to teach others also.” Nay, 
Timothy be charges to “ give himself 
to reading,” even though he was as a 
son of the apostle, and had those mi- 
raculous gifi: of the Holy Ghost, no 
doubt, in large measure, which was 
then common in the church. I re- 
mark farther, God has been pleased 
eminently to honour /earning in those 
by whom he has estab! ished | lis Cause 
in the world, MOSES, the Jewish 
lawgiver; who could call the Messiah 
of wad, a prophet /ike unto” himself, 
who did that in #gure, which Jesus dtd 
in fact; wio was cominissioned by 
the Redeemer to give system to his 
church; who was forty days with God 
and spoke with hun as a friend—o- 
ses was taken from the court of Pia- 
raoh; bred in Egypt, the cradle of 
science; instructed in all the know- 
ledge of his time ; educate, probably, 
forathrene. PAUL, theapostle, whe 
did more for the establisliment of the 
Gospel, than all the rest of the apos- 
tles, was unquestionably eminent for 
learning. He was the scholar of Tar- 
sus, a seat of learuing, perfected by 
the sage Gamaliel, & apparently cho- 
sen by the learned Sanhedrim to be the 
champion of the nation, at the very 
period, when the Head of the Church 
claimed him as his own. Does any 
doubt whether Pau) was learned— 
whether he had distilled the very soul 
of philosophy? [f he would not im- 
peach his own intellect, or prove his 
own ignorance of what he censures, 
let him keep his doubts to himself. If 
he did not know Athens, and could not 
match her whole Areopagus, then 
there is an eud of reasoning from ef- 
fect to cause; for little of the spirit 
appears to have attended his address 
on Mars’ bill. It Paul were not schol- 
astically a most accute reasoner, a 
giant with the sy/logistic Castus, then 
father Hardouia was a judicious clas- 
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sical censor. if Paul were not an ora- 
tor, then Longines was a bad judge. 
It is easy to add examples; indeed I 
can bardly pass by Isaiah, whose po- 
elic 


“Dye in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Did glarce trom heaven to earth, from 
earth to heaven.” 


Bred in the reya! court, and president, 
perhaps of the “ schoo! of the proph- 
e's,” in other words, the Theological 
Semina ary of Judah—how decisive and 
how delightful are the specimens he 
has left us, of extensive, various, pol- 
ished erudition! How elegant the urn, 
from which he draws the lots of 
Heaven’s destinies, the bright myste- 
ries of future trme ! Compare inspira- 
tion from his lips, with inspiration from 
those of “ Amos among the herdmen 
of Tekoa.” Is it pessible not to see 
in Isaiah, the high-bred scholar, the 
polished, the Augustan age of Hebrew 
letters, and is it possible not to recol- 
lect, that this eloquent poet, this ac- 
complished scholar, was chosen to be 
pre eminently the herald of the de- 
scending Emanuel, God with us 2 
But I return. If God has so hon- 
oured talent and learning, if he has so 
clearly expressed his will on the sub- 
ject of qualifications for the work, 
how dare we, having the means of ed- 
neation, thrust into the ministry those, 
who, however “ faithful,” however 
desirous to aid the cause of the Ges- 
pel, are not “able to teach others?” 
Dare we either hoard or squander, 
what shou'd produce such men ? Piety 
is indispensable to the ministers but 
piety is not sufficient. It is a question 
vet to be determined, whether an un- 
hearted minisiry, in the long run, does 
most goud or harm to religion. Let 
those, who are interested in this re- 
mark, with Moses, Isaiah, and Paul 
in their eye, settle this question, as the 
great day “of revision will settle it. For 
usit is sufficient that the whole force 
of this argument, drawn from the very 
Scriptures of God, goes to applaud the 
formation of the Education Society. 
Were Paul, were Isaiah, were Samuel, 
were Elijah among us—surely we 
should not waat advoeates for theolo- 
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gical learning. It is even more neces~ 
Sary now than in their day, for what 
was vernacular, Cotemporaneous, fa- 
miliar to them, lo us is wraptin dark 
antiquity.* 

3. I remark, the extreme deficien- 
cy of instructed ministers in the Uni- 
ted States. No unkind reflection is 
intended against those mistaken but 
good men, who think, because they 
love the Gospel, they are therefore com- 
missioned to teach the Gospel ; nor is 
it desired to shut the mouth of any 
Christian, who, as a Christian, would 
speak to turn sinners from the ervor 
of their way—no, the evil is, that the 
churches should become contented with 
these feeble but well intended means. 
Let me then conduct the society to 
the vast regio. s of our country, which 
are ulterly destitute of adequate teach- 
ers of religion. Let them hear the 
loud cry of the new seitlements— 
* Come over and help us.” Send us 
preach ers, who are “ able both to con- 
vince and exhort gainsayers.” Let 
me lead them to one of our new states 
with one hundred thousand intab- 


itants and jmore, and not half a 


dozen instructed ministers. Let me 
carry them to the Atlantic regions of 
our southerp country, where county 
after county, ts altogether cestitute cof 
respectable preaching—unay, where, 
in the old parts of the country, a 
friend has just informed me he lately 
rode 325 miles, and found but three 
ehurches, two of which were in one 
town.t [tis a fact, that, for want of 
enlightened laborers in the ministry, 
the people are settleng down in large 
districts of the country, contented with- 
out even the form of religion. Let me 
remind the society of what is stated as 
a fact, that allowing one thousand 


* These remarks are made with no secta- 
rian feeling : but are direeted only against 
a practice injurious to all denominations ; 
injurious, let who will use it. The only 
wish bere felt is, that every pulpit of every 
denomination, may be filled with those, who 
are qualified, both heart and bead for the 
¢+ defence and confirmation of the Gospel.” 

+ Montgomery in this state, with a pop- 
ulation of 15,000 to 17,000, has but two in- 
structed ministers. 
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souls to the charge of each minister, 
not more than one tenth of a supply of 
duly educated ministers, is annual.'y pro- 
duced in the United States. Let it be 
considered how rapidly the population 
of the United States is increasing, 
both by emigration and by birth— 
Emigrants from Europe bring few 
ministers withthem. Emigrants from 
the old states to the new, carry few 
ministers with them. Deplorably 
destitute, therefore, are large dis- 
tricts of our new country. Many 
of the settlers transport with them the 
habits of public worship, and the taste 
of religious and literary communities. 
They are, many of them, judges of 
preaching, and cannot be edified by 


the pious incoherences, which are occa- 


sionally uttered before Christian con- 
gregations. ‘They call for pious, in- 
telligent, educated preachers—but, a- 
Jas! their cry is soon lost in the moun- 
tains and forests which lie between 
them and the privileges they have left. 

All this, and much more, is exclu- 
sive of the loud and just call which 
the heathen nations are making on 
this prosperous aud privileged coun- 
try for our quota of ministers of the 
Gospel, of well disciplined officers for 
the “ Hosts of God.” 

4. ‘ihe character, circumstances, and 
generous exertions of those who are 
likely to receive the aid of societies 
for educating poor and pious young 
men for the Gospel ministry, deserves 
a distinct consideration. A word on- 
ly can be bestowed. 

1. Character. It is matter of pub- 
lic notoriety, that the extensive and 
precious revivals of religion, lately 
experienced in this country, have 
brought multitudes of young men to 
profess and adorn the Christian name. 
Nether does the Divine Spirit confine 
his operations to those who possess 
the goods of this world in either abun- 
dance or competence; nor is genius 
confined to “those, who wear soft 
cloathing.” The consequence is, there 
are many worthy candidates, who 
need assistance. [ notice, therefore, 

2. Their pecuniary ctrewmstances.— 
Plain faets will answer best here. I 


state then as a fact, that in one of oug 
theological! seminaries, which is year. 
ly sending out bright ornameuts of the 
Christian ministry, aud active bene. 
factors of the world—a few years since 
an average was made among forty or 
Jifty students of all the property they 
could call their own, and the amuuat was 
ten dollars aman. Let it not be ima. 
gined their poverty reached so far, as 
trom their purses to their © spirits aad 
souls”—lI hasteu, taking this fact as a 
specimeu to speak of, 

3. The exertions of those who have 
been, or are to be patre ized; TI am 
mich in error, if a v-gor>us, -judi- 
cious, and prosperous es.abiishmeut 
among the Cherokess; a wide sur- 
vey of our western country; a chain 
of pious efforts tending down the Mis- 
sisippi and up the Missouri; the es- 
tablishment of a heathen school; mis- 
sions on each side the hither Peninsu- 
la of India; the scheme for an African 
colony; the printing and distribution 
of tens of hundreds of thousands of 
religious tracts; the establishment for 
the deaf and dumb—and many more 
similarly benevolent works, are not 
much indebted, under God, to these 
very men, who, less than ten years 
ago, were not worth ten dollars a 
piece. For this part of the subject, 
this statement might suffice. Similac 
effects may be expected from similar 
causes. Beyond ail comparison, the 
most efficient, enterprising, irresistible 
ministry, that can possibly be raised, is 
that, which is duly educated by the chari- 
ty of the churches. Pious ministers, 
educated by the liberality of the 
churches, feel themselves under re- 
doubled, unredeemable, everlasting ob- 
ligations, to * spend and be spent” in 
the work of Christ. If then Chris- 
tians desire to see a spirit of immeas- 


urable elasticity and force inthe min- * 


istry; to create an inexhaustible fund 
of activity—useful, pious activity—in 
the churches, let them educate poor, and 
really pious youth for the sanctuary. 
Christians! mack me—Less than 
what goes for mere superfluities in 
almost every genteel family, would 
maintain one theological student from 
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Christmas to Christmas again. Less 
than what goes in many a family for 
hurtful superfluities, would educate a 
minister for one thousand of our fellow 
countrymen. There are four hun- 
dred missionaries in the whole hea- 
then world: less than one to one mill- 
ion of heathens. Less than the su- 
perfluities of many a family of pro- 
fessing Christians, would educate a 
missionary for ove million of souls. 
Judge of all worlds! enter not into 
judgment with Christians. 

I meant to have said something of 
the exertions that pious young wen 
often make to get themselves through 
their education. More generons can- 
not be found, than these have from 
time to time exhibited. A man, now 
a worthy minister, is well known to the 
writer, who from an earnest desire to 
preach the Gospel, and the determina- 
tion, not te rush into the pulpit un- 
prepared, actually hired himself to 
make turnpike roads, till he supposed 
he had acquired sufficient to carry him 
through his education. His funds, 
however, afterwards falling short, he 
took up a subscription for a valuable 
commentary on the Bible, and by 
travelling on foot, perhaps hundreds 
of miles, raised enough to complete 
his studies. Ought men of piety and 
talents thus to be withheld from the work 
they desire, and from rendering earlier 
sei vices to the church ? 

Let it not be feared that they may 
not do credit to learning and to their 
patrons. Young men of this descrip- 
tion have repeatedly risen to the most 
conspicuous stations. ‘The late Pres- 
ident W. of H———— University isa 
geod instance. I relate the following 
facts from the mouth of ene who had 
them from his own lips. 

When a boy, he was in habits of la- 
bor, but manifested a determination to 
acquire an education ; to which his 
father was strenuously opposed. Suil 
he persisted, and still his father oppos- 
ed; and, insiead of lightening, in- 
creased his work. His work he com- 
pleted, and had the eveniug at his 
own command. Still he was unable 
to afford himself candles. ‘To reme- 
dy this inconvemence, he took care, 
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in the intervals of labour during the 
day, to lay in a good store of pine- 
knots, aud by the lightof these he mas- 
tered Latin enough to recite once a 
week to his minister. ‘Thus he pro- 
ceeded one year; when his father, 
thinking him irreclamable, gave over, 
and suffered him to study and shift for 
himsel& The result, through charita- 
ble assistance, was, his elevation to 
one of the highest literary posts in 
America. 

Mr. Editor, if any more reasons are 
required, they shall be forthcoming. 
Rockville, Mont. Ct. Feb. 11. A.B. 


Anniversary of the New-York Religious 
Tract Society. 

The Sixth Anniversary of the New- 
Yerk Religious Tract Society was cel- 
ebrated at the City Hotel, in Broad- 
way, on Wednesday evening, Febru- 
ary 18th, 1818. 

The meeting was opened with pray- 
er by the Rev. Mr. Spring; and the 
Annual Report was read by the Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

The following resolutions were x 
nanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That the Society, having 
heard, with lively satisfaction, of the 
beneficial effects resulting from the 
distribution of Religious Tracts in 
different parts of the world, and ap- 
preciating the rising importance of 
this institution, recommend it again 
to the increased attention aud impor- 
tance of the religious community ; 
and pledge the exertion of their indi- 
vidual influence, to the augmentation 
of its funds, and the eonsequent pro- 
motion of its usefulness. 

Resolved, That the members of this 
Society are highly gratified to learn, 
thatthe Religieus Tract Society, in Lon- 
den, continues still to enlarge the 
sphere of its operations ; that we duly 
appreciate its widely-extended and 
persevering efforts fur the promotion 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom ; and that 
we most cordially accept and recip- 
rocate the right hand of Christian fel- 
lowship, so ‘kindly tendered by the 
members of that institution.—Yourh’s 
Magazine. 
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BENNINGTON BIBLE SOCIETY. 
January 7th, 1$i8. Agreeably to 
previous notice, a Bible Society was 
formed in and for the county of Ben- 
uington, Yt. Ata subsequent meeting 
in February, 1818, the Society voted 
to become auxiliary to the Vermont 
Bible Society. 

Agents are appointed in each town 
in the county for the purpose of ren- 
dering this Soctety a blessing to every 
individual destitute of the Bible. 

From the liberal support already 
given to the Society, and the laudable 
exertions made to support the Bible 
cause in Vermont, we have the assur- 
ance that the hearts of many will be 
rejiced by their munifigence. 

At the formation of this Society the 
following officers were ctiosen for the 
ensuing year :— 

Rev. Abraham Brownson, President. 

Rev. Danie! Marsh, Vice President. 

Calvin Sheldon, Esq. Secretary. 

Isaac Burton, Esq. Treasurer. 

Rev. William Jackson, Rev. Martin 
Poweli, Hon. John H. Olin, Sylvester 
Deming, Esq., John 8S. Pettibone, Esq., 
Directors. 

New Missionary Society. 

On Monday the 2d inst. a number of 
the members of the several Presbyteri- 
an churches in Philadelphia,assembled 
in the Session room of the First Pres- 
byterian church, and formed a Mis- 
sionary Society for the purpose of 
providing “ Evangelical Iustruction to 
the city and suburbs.” This Society 
is by its Constitution made subservi- 
ent to the Philadelphia Presbytery ,and 
auxiliary to the Board of Missions of 
the Genera! Assembly of thd Presbyte- 
rian Church, to which Board its sur- 
plus funds are to be paid. Subscrip- 
tion to the Constitution and the pay- 
ment annually of two doilars, are ‘he 
terms of membership. ‘The business 
of the Society is to be conducted by 
a Board of twenty four Managers ; 
and all the funds, except such as the 
donors may restrict to the application 

of the interest only, are to be appro- 

riated immediately for the purpose 
of facilitating the design of the Lnsti- 
tution.—Rel. Remem. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
& We would see Jesus.” John xii. 21. 


‘I would sce Jesus ;’ that kind friead 

On whom alone my hopes depend 
Of future joys above : 

I would, by faith, that Saviour see— 

The lamb that bled and died for me, 
And taste his pardoning love. 


* 1 would see Jesus’ who but He 

Can set my troubled spirit free, 
When gloomy douhis arise ;— 

I would behold the crimson tide 

That issued from the wounded side 
Of mv great Sacrifice. 

*I would see Jesus :’ He alone 

Can meit this senseless heart of stone, 
And give my conscience rest: 

For when my sins a burden prove, 

He speaks—i feel the load remove ~ 
No more I sink distrest. 


I would —but what can mortal do? 
I would the glorious Jesus view, 
Enihroned in realms of light : 
But when DPve pass’d this mortal scene, 
I shal! without a veil between, 
Enjoy the blissful sight. 





Installations. 
January 7, 
was installed over the church and people 
at Painesville, Geauga county. Ohio. The 
Rev. Joseph W. Curtiss, a missionary 
from the Hampshire Missionary Society, 
preached from tst Cor. vii 25. * As one 
that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be 
faithful.” It doubtless afforded peculiar 
pleasure to every Christian present, that 
the Gospel Minisiry is established in the 
growing village of Painesville. May the 
Lord shower down spiritual blessings in a~ 
bundance upon that people. 


February 12th, 1818, the Rev. Royal Ty- 
ler, late of Andover, was installed over thé 
Church and Society in New-Salem, (Ce!- 
chester.) The Rev. Salmon Cone, of Col- 
chester, preached the sermon from 1st Cor. 
i.2. 

When it is considered that New-Salem, 
has long been one ef the wate places in our 
Zion; that for seventy years past they 
have not enjoyed more than six years of 
the regular administration of the gospel 
and its ordinances ; their harmony in giv- 
ing Mr. Tyler, a call; the provision made 
for his support, and the favorable prospects 
ot the place, afford just occasion of rejoicing 
to the friends of Zion. 
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